
Acts of Chesed
People seeking help from Jewish Family Service come to us for a variety of reasons: they need help
paying the rent, they need food to feed their family, they need counseling to help relieve their
symptoms of anxiety and depression. The list goes on. Other times, people come to JFS because the
courts have determined their needs are so significant that they need a guardian appointed, as in the
case with Sam*: 

Sam was born with severe physical disabilities, which require total care to complete his
activities of daily living. Growing up, he lived with his parents and went to school regularly,
where he received special education support through his 22nd birthday when he was no longer
eligible for services. After his high school graduation, Sam did not have the safety net that the
school provided. His parents were not equipped to manage his care due to their own
substance use and mental health challenges. Sam began wasting away; he was severely
neglected, malnourished and near death when Adult Protective Services was alerted to his
condition. His condition was so bad, in fact, that everyone involved with his care was
astounded that he was still alive. He was covered in feces, maggots, and with wounds so
infected, and his malnutrition so severe, that it was a miracle he was still alive. Sam’s parents
were jailed on criminal charges (and subsequently sent to prison), and JFS was appointed
guardian and conservator.

Your support to JFS helps us continue this life-changing work. To make a donation, please visit our website
at www.jfshamptonroads.org or contact Brooke Rush, Director of Development at 757-321-2238

*Pseudonym 

The JFS case manager closely monitored his care while in the hospital and maintained frequent
contact. Sam required multiple interventions by JFS: medical decisions, placement issues,
safety concerns, and application for benefits and entitlements. Sam slowly started to recover
and, after months in the hospital, was able to move into a group home situation after he was
sufficiently healed. Since then, he has gained weight, is healthy, and enjoys the company of his
housemates and socialization at his day program. A JFS counselor worked with Sam helping
him deal with the trauma that he endured and the criminal charges against his parents.

Today, Sam is a thriving young adult, engaged in community activities and with friends. Sam
has a new life and he knows that JFS is there for him, and always will be.

SAM BEFORE SAM AFTER SAM'S FIRST MILKSHAKE

JFS INTERVENTION

http://www.jfshamptonroads.org/
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This year JFS celebrates 75 years of service to the community,
75 years of growth, challenges, and needs, and 75 years of

resilience. In celebration of this milestone, on March 13th, JFS
welcomed motivational speaker Andrew Buerger to the

Museum of Contemporary Art in Virginia Beach for a night of
community appreciation and inspiration. 

Andrew Buerger's story is one of heartbreak, determination,
and resilience. Through a series of unfortunate events, he and
his family faced immense financial hardship. "I was someone

who had once sat on the board of a Jewish Federation in
Maryland and now I was having to ask JFS for gift cards to

feed my family, and I was a frequent visitor of the food pantry.
I went from being one of the top givers to the Jewish

community to now needing anything they could provide so my
family could not go hungry," Andrew said as his voice broke. 

In a moving conclusion, Andrew called on those in the
audience to do all they can while they can because time is

precious and unfortunately so are resources. Andrew
emphasized what JFS's mantra has always been, 

"you never know when you'll need help, but you'll always
know where to find it." 
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Our Mission
To provide a full spectrum of

services that promotes quality of
life within the philosophy and

tradition of Judaism.

JFS Annual Meeting
JUNE 30, 2023 . NOON

Location: TBD

Installation of New Board President, 
Scott Flax

Honoring Outgoing Past President, 
Anne Kramer

Community Service Partner Award
Individual Partner Award

Presentation of:



BRONZE SPONSORS
Anne & Peter Abraham

Brad & Babbi Bangel
Gary Bartel

Buckingham Strategic Wealth
Allison & Jeff Cooper

Mandell Retina Center
Helen G. Gifford Foundation

IAT International, Inc.
Beth & Nathan Jaffe Family -

Philanthropic Fund
Ashley Rush & Erica Araujo

Wilbanks, Smith & Thomas - 
Asset Management, LLC

MILE MARKER SPONSORS
Joan Kaplan London

 SUPPORTER
 No Frill Grill

Samantha & Kurt Wetzler

EALTHY LIVINGEALTHY LIVING
Spring IntoSpring Into

19TH ANNUAL19TH ANNUAL

SPONSORSSPONSORS

THANK YOU TO OURTHANK YOU TO OUR  
 FRIEND

Susan & Jon Becker
Michael & Paula Blachman

Robert & Darcy Bloch
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Minnette & Charles Cooper
Stanwood Dickman

Sharon & Mark Goldner
Laura & Keith Goldstein

Dr. & Mrs. Randolph Gould
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Sponsor of Spring Into Healthy Living events with
signage of name/logo printed at events
Full page ad in printed program
Previous level benefits

Sponsor of the 19th Annual Run, Roll or Stroll 

Half page ad in printed program
Previous level benefits

Quarter page ad in printed program 
Previous level benefits

Tent sponsor at the Run, Roll or Stroll
Four registrations into Run, Roll, or Stroll 
Previous level benefits

Name/logo on back of race T-shirt
Previous level benefits

Name on mile marker signage at Run, Roll or Stroll 
Previous level benefits

Name on JFS website
Previous level benefits

Name in invitation, program, and Annual Report

LEAD SPONSOR: $15,000 AND ABOVE

DIAMOND SPONSOR: $10,000–$14,999

       with large signage of name/logo printed at event

GOLD SPONSOR: $5,000–$9,999

SILVER SPONSOR: $2,500–$4,999

BRONZE SPONSOR: $1,000–2,499

MILE MARKER SPONSOR: $750–$999

SUPPORTER: $600–$749

FRIEND: $300–$599

Become a Sponsor Today

GOLD SPONSORS
Lynn & Rachel Schoenbaum Fund

Dozoretz Family Fund
Richard S Glasser Family Foundation

Lisa & Mark Delevie
Lawrence Steingold Charitable Fund

SILVER SPONSORS

Stephanie & Paul Peck
S.L. Nusbaum

Merit 2.0

Brooke Rush, 
Director of Development

757-321-2238
www.jfshamptonroads.org

To Give  
Scan Here 

5K Run/Walk
1 Mile Run/Walk

Sunday, May 7th
31st Street Park 
Virginia Beach 

Oceanfront

TO REGISTER VISIT, 
runsignup.com/runrollstroll

OR SCAN THE QR CODE



Matters
A Newsletter for the JFS Family - April 2023

Family

Administration: 757-321-2222
Counseling: 757-459-4640

Personal Affairs Management: 757-938-9130

5000 Corporate Woods Drive, 
Suite 400

Virginia Beach, VA 23462
On the Reba and Sam Sandler Family Campus 

of the Tidewater Jewish Community
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